
   

 

Purple Smoke Tree 

Sun  

A multi-stemmed small tree or large shrub, Purple Smoke Tree 
has all the dark-leaved drama of a red barberry (minus the 
thorns) but on a much larger scale. Reaching 12-15’ high and wide, 
it is both drought and heat tolerant, and does just fine and even 
thrives in poor, rocky soil with very little summer irrigation. The 
unique texture of this specimen plant is a natural focal point, but 
the smoke (tiny pinkish blossoms so fine and numerous that they 
resemble puffs of smoke) is a show stealer when it appears in 
late spring, especially where it is back lit by the setting sun. Fall 
color is nice, too, with oranges, reds, and yellows. Often (but not 
always!) resistant to deer browsing, but protect young plants 
where deer are numerous to help get them established. 

Zones 4-10  

Cotinus coggygria ‘ atropurpurea’   

Sun to Light Shade  


