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California’s fastest growing oak, Valley Oak is not one to be 
afraid of heights. The largest growing oak in North America, it 
commonly reaches heights of 80-110 feet and can live to be as 
much as 600 years old. It is a common sight throughout our 
state in areas where it finds access to a water table and thrives 
in valleys, lower foothills, and riparian corridors. If you’d like 
to plant a native oak as a lawn tree, this is the one, as it will 
readily tolerate regular water if allowed to begin its life that 
way. (Older trees are will not adapt as well to additional water 
and may drink so much of it that they begin to self prune in 
dramatic ways!) Even when planted young, however, this guy will 
give you shade quickly, often reaching 20’in 5 years and 40’in 10. 
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